July 26, 19868

hear gir:

Pleagze scoept my apologiss For not haviang written ¢o you
sooper. It has takez time for me 0 sdilcate myself on the
gublects Of ookeors in this communicavion: the 4raft snd U.H.
involvenent ia Wietham. Indéed I £o¢l most foriusste in davikg
been granted the timeé to be inZluenced by teaohers and friends
whoge opinicss have been mers edusated than the ones whlok I
had when Piret I bLeoame gubjeot to the draft. :

The pegessity for a military &raft is somsthing which I
usdergtand now only ih oynliosl terms. Fregumsbly, 4if a war is
Justiried, as would be the cage if one's homeland wers in
imminent threat of degtruction, then, sinee everyone would wans
t6 defend themselvés affsctively, they would joim forces for
thely autual defesse, and there would be no reasoa for a draft.
Pephaps education o theée nature aamd denger of the threat or
an appsal $¢ ons's patrictiam might be uged to aid in the
gathering of meén but osrtainly not a drafs. I believe that
e oempalgn of efucation and an eppsal to patriotism would heve
- raiged sore than enough men to defend imerioa and her sllies

againgt the gsodurge of Naziiasm ila world wer IX.

i1t geamg Gthat the only ciroumstences under which & draft
might of neoesslity bo employed would bve thoae in which the threat
50 & gouatry is vague and questionabls or in whioh the motives
of that country are fllegitimate and not to be openly upheld.
Glearly in guoh capes sducation would mot work for, 1f honess,
i1t would only gerve to iaform the pecple of the true gtats of
affeirs. 4o appeml %o patriotism might raise questions as to i
Just why one should be patriotic end might be regarded ap offenaive
by thoge to whom love of country is & serious matter. Heing forced
in suoh cases to Join the militlie pleces m young perscn who is
anascustomed o maklag compromiges s bie idesls in » merious
bind. He is cmlled upon by his goversment to act in & way that
would endapger the foundations of the goverament amd violate
his sense of what is right. That is & negessary canpeyuencs of
uging a compulsery call to duty when the facts dees that o war
sannot be publicly dsfended.  Thare i, of eourse, another fay
more gerious pdosequence of this prosedure, aemely, that 1t places
men on the bastlefield ¢o iill and be killed for a caugsd they
ganty understand. Obvicusly, 4P these piteous creatures had
had the time $o gonglder what they might Be doing and hed atood
thelr ground before being drafted, the entire fallacious
enterprise gould not have been sustained for want of psrsonnol.
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mrortunetely, it has taken & walle 7o some of ug O waksé up,
and the bloody and iniquisoua wayr that is Vietnam heg besn
suatalined.

T™e Viet Gﬁng, who ogtensibly are our anamy. Are QOmpomed
of landlegs peasants, who comprige over niunety per sent of ths
population of Vietnam., These psople are rfighting for a better
way of life than they have ever known under their unprincipled
and worthlegs aristocratis landliords who 278 our allieg. The
7ietnamege hsve historically not been friendly with the Chinese
and have refused to have Chinese soldiesson their soll aiding
in their struggle, for thay ars awsre arter centurie of foreign
domination shat if China helped to repulge the United States
from their sountry, they would then have to fight for China's
withdrawal, Thus, they are pot allied militarily with China
and have in common Only the aature of their cause, which ia

liberation from glavery t0 a better wey of life, a goal which
China hapg dramatisally achleved in recent times. If thege are
indeed the faots, then where is the threat to the United States?
It would geem that the prime motive of the U.3. is $o maintain
its hegemony in S.5. Asia regardlegs of the coast, ewen if it
meang defending the freedom of thogs who oppress and stifle
freadom. The threat ig guéstionable aad our motives are
illsgitimate, That iz why we must in thig wer resort 3¢ a 4ralt.

Baefrore I close I should asqualnt you with my own sltuation.

The last three years 1 have bsen studying neurophysiology and
mathematios a4t the Masseohusetts Instituse of Techrslogy in
Cambridge, Magssachusetts. 1 have bean kept $00 busy until
regantly t0 take part asoctivaly in the growing disgent to the
war and the draft. One, however, finds it diffieult to gtay

aloof when one's r'riends are forssd to leavs the gountry or &U
to jall ror what they sarnestly believe ig right. Singe I plan
to attend medicel sohool to pursus my study of neurcphysiclogy,
it seems that I shall agein be entitled to a defsrment, but when
the time oomes I shall be only less willimg to0 abet thig ewvil
war ia my osapacity as a §octor. P 4o 50 would omly aid in its
sustenanss. In cnaé therd ig yet sameé sonfusion I wiah t¢ make
it clear that I would willingly partielpate in some aotivity
whioh waa genuinely of bensrit to the (hited 3tates and not rfor
~ two yearg but for all my life. If my government wighes to advige

18 ap $t0 its needg that is fime and I will respond in =0 Par as
I am able to 40 g0, but: I ¢anpot tolerste being forged o 4o
its biading. egpecially when it cames to0 laying down my life.

I realizeé that you are 5ot responsgible for the Anerican
foreign polioy or for {he dralft gystem, &nd therafore hope
that you have not oconsfued my ieiter as a personal attacke.




Bu%, &8 I oan be underatanding of your position, I would L0pe
that you might try To ges things Irom the point of view wWhlalk
1 have nere presented; oertainly s betiéer United States must -
endrge 1f we 4y o0 WOrk togecheir. I am da:gly iatereatad in
y&ui own geatimenta and advios and expectantly walg for a '
reply. . ' ' -

Sinaseraly,
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